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Re: Ohio Recommended Eight Hour Ozone Designations; 120 Day Letter Response
Dear Mr. Skinner:

I am writing to submit Ohio’s response to the December 3, 2003 letter from you to
Governor Bob Taft concerning Ohio’'s recommendations for eight-hour ozone
nonattainment areas. | appreciate the time and effort that both of our staffs have put forth
in an effort to best define these areas.

There were two main areas in which you have identified disagreements with Ohio’s
recommendations. The firstis the separation of adjacent nonattainment areas into distinct
nonattainment areas and the second is the exclusion of Belmont County from the
Wheeling, West Virginia nonattainment area.

The State of Ohio can accept the combined nonattainment areas. Our planning agencies
and the Ohio Department of Transportation believe that the coordination of planning in
these adjacent areas will not be a problem. In addition, we believe that control strategies
can be developed for specific subparts of a nonattainment area if that is what will create
the most cost effective and fair attainment strategy.

The State of Ohio believes that the exclusion of Belmont County is still appropriate. While
U.S. EPA has indicated that Belmont County represents a significant fraction of the total
MSA emissions, it is a small fraction of the regional emissions.

Since the July 15, 2003 submittal, 2003 ozone data have become available. Based on that
data, Lawrence County, which is in the Huntington/Ashland MSA, is measuring attainment
at both ozone monitors located in the county. Based on this information, we are revising
our recommendation to exclude Lawrence County from this interstate MSA. Lawrence
County has a population of less than 65,000 (MSA 315,000) and less than 14,000
commuters in and out of the County. Emissions of VOC and NOx are both below 5,000
tons per year. Land use is over 93% forest and agricultural. It is not a significant source
region and it is experiencing attaining the air quality standard. It should be noted that

Bob Taft, Governor
Jennette Bradley, Lieutenant Governor
Christopher Jones, Director

@ Prirted on Recycled Paper Ohio EPA is an Equal Opportunity Empioyer



Greenup County, Kentucky, which is adjacent to Lawrence County, was recommended by
the State of Kentucky to be excluded from this MSA. U.S. EPA has concurred in their 120
day letter that Greenup County should not be part of the Huntington/Ashland
nonattainment area.

Ohio EPA will submit the certified 2003 ozone data as soon as it is quality assured. At that
time, updated 1-hour and 8-hour design values can be determined.

| appreciate the opportunity to respond to U.S. EPA’s concerns and to amend our
recommendations based on data from the 2003 ozone season. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Bill Spires of the Division of Air Pollution Control (614-644-
3618).

Sincerely

Clpd e

Christopher Jones
Director

enclosures



Belmont: Belmont County is part of the Wheeling West Virginia interstate MSA. The
MSA also includes Ohio and Marshall Counties in West Virginia. Belmont County should
be excluded from this MSA nonattainment area due to:

- Proximity to the source region/nonattainment area: Belmont County is located west of
the Wheeling urban/industrial area. The area would not expect to be impacted by, nor
should it be considered a receptor for, the Wheeling area.

- Population: The population of Belmont County is just over 70,000. The MSA total is
163,172. Population in both Belmont County and the MSA is decreasing (-3.8%
1990-2000).

- Emissions: Belmont County emissions of VOC and NOx are 4,750 and 14,342 tons per
year, respectively. It should be noted that the primary NOx source in Belmont County is
subject to the NOx transport rules and will be significantly reduced. MSA total emissions
of VOC and NOx are 11,572 and 72,905 tons per year, respectively. The surrounding area
is rural/agricultural.

- Land use: Belmont County is over 95% wooded and agricultural.

- Commuters: Between 11,000 and 12,000 workers commute in or out of the county.

Additional Information

Emissions in the area also include two additional power plants (Kammer and Mitchell).
Year 2002 emissions for these facilities total 42,772 tons per year of NOx. Burger is the
power plant located within Belmont County with year 2002 NOx emissions of 6,759 tons
per year. We do not believe that the Burger power plan or Belmont County represents a
significant portion of the regions NOx emissions.
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